
 
 
 

 
Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran Church & School    

Address: 2950 Highway 55, Eagan, MN  55121      
    Phone: C: 651-454-7235 & S: 651- 454-1139   
        Email: C: office@trinityloneoak.org &  S: school@tloschool.org.org   
            Web: C: trinityloneoak.org & S: tloschool.org 

 

2023-2024 church and school staff: 
Rev. James Kroonblawd  Senior Pastor 
Mrs. Kathryn Jones   Principal 
Mrs. Stephanie Vallin  Middle School/Music Education 
Mr. Rob Orr    Middle School/Athletic Director 
Mr. Matthew Boll   Middle School/ K-8 Physical Education 
Mrs. Jennifer Brewer  Grade 4   
Mrs. Pinky Seeman   Grade 3/Elementary Music Education 
Mrs. Rachel Symmank  Grade 2 
Mrs. Amy Zenda-Johnson  Grade 1  
Ms. Claire Ruckheim  Kindergarten 
Mr. Andy Olson   Preschool Director/Teacher 
Mrs. Mary Ann Nagengast  Preschool Teacher 
Mrs. Bonnie Bartz   Preschool Aide and Cub Club  
Mrs. Mary Erdman   Preschool Aide and Beyond the Bell 
Mrs. Jennifer Farley   Preschool Aide   
Mrs. Sharon Fitterer  Preschool Aide   
Mrs. Linda Flannery   Preschool Aide   
Giovanni P. Kennedy-Glazer  Beyond the Bell 
Mrs. Diane Streich   Organist, YI Stamps, and sub teacher 
Mr. Merlin Simon   Organist 
Ms. Katarina Zenda-Johnson Assistant—School  
Mrs. Jean Peterson   Assistant—Church  
 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran Church & School is affiliated with  
Concordia Academy High School in Roseville, MN    
Principal: Rev. Tim Berner    651-484-8429 or ww.concordiaacademy.com. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 



Past servants at Trinity Lone Oak; principal*, teacher, aide or staff 
 

Jeanne Aeschliman 

Bonnie  Angert 

Karly Aust 

Mike Aust 

Lisa Badtke 

Sherri Bahn 

Virginia Banke 

Lillian  Barnes 

Jodi Bauers 

Lowell Baumann 

Donna Baumann 

Sandra Beckler 

Chris Beckman 

Peter Bergmann 

Maureen Bergmann 

Terri Berner 

Dawn  Bickett 

Heather  Bielec 

Shirly Blaker 

Richard Block 

Marg Bothwell 

Nadine Brandt 

Amanda (Rahn) Brosam 

*Arnold Burron 

Kathy Campbell 

Carol  Carlson 

Julie Casby 

Wayne  Coburn 

Susan Daniels 

Carolyn  Diekmann 

Paula Dorso 

Sherry Duclos 

Nancy  Dykes 

Julie Finstad 

Lindsey Flaten 

Sheri Foster 

Alison Franck 

Doris Gadow 

Seth Gehrke 

Dave Golnitz 

*Ervin  Grimm 

Kathryn Grosland 

Tamera Gross Klaus 

Nyla Gutekunst 

Kristen  Gutierrez 

Martena  Hall 

Esther Haluza 

Kim  Harris   

Susan Harrison 

Cynthia  Hasseldahl 

*Dan Henschen 

Corrine Herrmann 

Joanne Heuer 

Jake Hollatz 

*Otto Hattstaedt 

Mary Huml 

Matt Huonder 

Chad Janetzke 

Carol Johnson 

Jennifer Kaiser 

*Harold Kenow 

Janice Kim 

Helen   Klahn 

Jane Kloyda 

Carol Kluth 

Connie Kohn 

Cassie Kourthauer 

Sheila Kraft 

Donna  Kraus 

Val  Kreck 

Paula Krekelberg 

Linda Krienke 

Marla Kube 

Marshall Kunz 

Cherice Kuseske 

Lisa Kuseske 

Connie Lee 

Lisa Lindeman 

Dick Lindemeier 

Jean Lauer 

Sandi (Block) Lowe 

Karla Lutterman 

*Sean Martens 

Carol  Maser  

*Lester  Matson 

Eunice McCollister 

Patricia Meland 

Janet  Meyers 

Elsa Mierow 

Stephanie  Miller 

Jennifer Molitor 

Tom  Moore 

Scott Muchow 

Jonas Nissen 

Bonnie Olson 

Gail  (Maser) Olson 

Jill (Oberlander) Olson 

Thomas O'meara 

Mary  Oscarson 

Linda Parris 

Linda Paschka 

Sharon Paul 

Kathy (Kraii) Pearson  

Kyle  Peterman 

*Cletus Pfeiffer 



Ellen Pittman 

Dorothy Pratt 

Jean Preus 

Renata Rahn 

Richia Ralston 

Robin   Reed 

Chrisine Ries 

Rhoda Rhonhalt 

Carol Rose 

Delbert Roth 

Shiela Ruckheim 

Kelly Santana 

*A. H. Schaus 

Paul Schilf 

Arlene Schindelkecker 

Jessica Schmeckpeper 

Lisa Schmidt 

Joyce Schmidt 

Nancy Schultz 

Eric Schutte 

Steve Schutte 

Sue Schutte 

Tracey Siewert 

Sharon Smith 

William Souza 

Connie Souza 

Andrea Spanovich 

William Spielman 

Helen Spitzack 

Brian Staehr 

Karen Stahlberg 

Mia Stein 

Jeanette Stohlmann 

Heidi Stehr 

Laura Stennes 

*Curt Stoltenow 

Mark Stoltenow 

Diane Streich 

Timothy Strohschein 

Pamela Strom 

Rhoda Swanger 

Pamela Tatge 

*Richard Timm 

Shelly Tosto 

Amanda Vaudt 

Lorna Vogt 

Cheryl Vonder Haar 

Pat  Von Hagel 

Mary Jane Weierke 

Jody Werner 

Louise Wesseluis 

Linda Westpfal 

Kristine Wiegert 

Scott Wilcox 

Julie Wilke 

Sarah Willmott 

*Robert Wolf 

Listed below are graduates from TLO elementary school who went on to prepare 
for the pastoral ministry. 
 
Walter Walther (deceased) was the son of Rev. and Mrs. C. F. Walther who served 
Trinity Lone Oak congregation 1895-1937. 
 
Siegbert Becker was ordained into the ministry in 1937 and in 1983 was serving as 
a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin. 
 
Deane Detlefsen (deceased) was ordained into the ministry in 1960 and in 1980 he 
was serving at Grace Lutheran, Pembroke, Ontario-Canada. 
 
Cory Kroonblawd, son of Rev. and Mrs. James Kroonblawd, was ordained into the 
ministry in 2021 and serves as pastor at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Sac City, IA. 
 
Current Seminarians: 

Ryan Kroonblawd, son of Rev. and Mrs. James Kroonblawd 
Luke Symmank, son of Joel and Rachel Symmank 



Listed below are graduates from TLOLS who went on to prepare for church work 

 

Becca Erdman graduated from Concordia-Wisconsin and teaches at St. Peter's in Reedsburg, WI. 

Breanna Erdman graduated from Concordia-Wisconsin. She taught at St. Stephen in Horicon, WI 
and Trinity Lutheran in Riverton, WY. 

Jacob Erdman graduated from Concordia-Wisconsin. He serves as Director of Parish Music at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI. 

Judy (Boesel) Fletcher graduated from Concordia College, St. Paul, MN in 1970. 

Abby (Fink) Gehrke graduated from Concordia St. Paul and taught in a Lutheran school. 

Kristen (Pieper) Gutierrez graduated from Concordia-Nebraska and served in a called teaching 
position in New Mexico. 

Joel Henschen graduated from Concordia Seward and teachers at St. John's Lutheran in New 
Orleans.  

Julie (Holz) Hermann graduated from Concordia College, Seward, NE, working as a DCE in various 
places, then on to the LCMS Youth department in St. Louis. Julie currently serves as Director of 
Global Oportunities at Concordia University – Nebraska, working with servant events, foreign 
students, students going abroad, etc. 

Gina (Rahn) Kortuem has been a Christian school teacher for 17 years and currently teaches 
English at New Life Academy in Woodbury.  

Brian Kube graduated from Concordia University, St .Paul, MN and is now principal at St. Paul 
Lutheran School, Fairmont, MN 

Shirlene (Holz) Lyons Nykamp was schooled primarily at Concordia Seward and graduated from 
Concordia College, St. Paul, MN. She taught in LCMS schools from preschool to elementary to 
high school and in a women's prison. 

Jill (Oberlander) Olson graduated from Concordia University, St. Paul as a Lutheran Educator and 
served part of her teaching career at TLO. 

Tami (Bohrer) Olson graduated from Concordia College, St. Paul as a Lutheran Educator and 
served part of her teaching career at Mt. Hope Redemption. 

Rachel (Anderson) Orr graduated from Concordia College, St. Paul, MN. 

Esther (Cliff) Renner graduated from Concordia College, St. Paul, MN. 

Don Sell B.A.-DCE from Concordia College, St. Paul, MN in 1976. 

Micah Symmank graduated from Concordia University - Nebraska. He teachers K-8 Art and 
Middle School Reading at Christ Lutheran Church in Norfolk, NE 

Lydia (Henschen) Tirrell graduated from Concordia Seward and has taught at Lutheran schools. 

Jeff Trost B.A.-DCE from Concordia College, St. Paul, MN in 1973. 



Sarah (Natzke) Willmott graduated from CSP in 1993, taught at Central Lutheran for 2 years and 
then taught (or subbed 2000-2008) at TLO from 1995-2016.  

Sheila (Stoltenow) Ziems graduated from Concordia College, Seward, Nebraska, in 1989.  She is 
still teaching at Trinity Lutheran School in Lincoln, Nebraska, her first Call.  She is also currently 
working to help refugees resettle in the Lincoln area.  She is married to Lyle Ziems who teaches 
biology and religion at Lincoln Lutheran High School in Lincoln.   

If there are inaccuracies or omitted material, please contact TLO office so correction can be made for our future 
celebrations. Do you have a photo to add to our archives? We’re especially looking for class photos prior to 1993. 
Contact TLO office to arrange a scan of your photo(s). 

Thanks to those who took the time to send these memories 

From Mr. Chad Janetzke — Teacher, 2003-2004 

At the end of my first year of teaching, on the last 
day of school, I gathered the 7th and 8th grade 
together on the front lawn at the end of the day. 
We circled up, arms around shoulders, and 
prayed. Some students thanked God for the 
blessings of the school year, some asked for 
God's guidance as they headed to high school, 
and still others prayed for their classmates and 
the students in the younger grades. After the 
prayer, some hugs, and a few tears, I looked up 
and saw the parents of these students a few yards away...circled up arms around shoulders, in 
prayer, thanking God for the blessing of the school year, the school ministry, their students, 
and each other’s' families. The unity of the body of Christ was on full display in that moment 
and it is why being at TLO was such a formative and meaningful stop for me in my ministry! 
May God bless the sharing of Jesus through TLO for years to come until Jesus returns!          
SOLI DEO GLORIA! VICTORY IN CHRIST! 

From Mr. Jake Hollatz — Teacher, 2000-2004 

I started as a student teacher and then 4th grade/music teacher. Sandy (Block) Lowe, Gail 
(Maser) Olson, Cherise Kuseske, Carol Rose, and Ellen Pittman were amazing mentors for a me 
as a brand-new teacher out of college. I remember them fondly to this day as deep Christian 
women and servants of God who shaped my teaching and spiritual growth immensely! The 
memories of these mentors, and the students and families who I taught and worked with at 
TLO, will live with me forever. I am so blessed to have served at TLO from 2000-2004! 



From Ray Sell — Student, graduated from TLO in 1973 

One of my favorite memories is when I was a senior at Concordia Academy in Speech Class 
1977 and we had to do Informative and a Demonstration Speech for class. I used the same 
speeches from 8th grade, and I had gotten B- for both in 8th grade. When I presented them in 
speech class as a senior I received an A+ for both. Didn't do anything different but I always 
wanted Mr. Stoltenow who was my 7th and 8th grade teacher at TLO to know that. Thanks for 
being tough on us in grade school— it made H.S. at the Academy a piece of cake!! The 
speeches for demo was "How to trap a pocket gopher”; the informative was “Raising 
cabbage.” FYI Jim Perron used the same ones he did in 8th grade too. “How to set a splint” 
and the other I don't remember, but I was the model in both splint speeches. 

 

Riding in Mr. Spielman's (5-6 grade teacher at TLO) VW Bug car as a combined 5th- 6th 
basketball team to away games: one in the front seat, four in the back seat and one in the rear 
window storage compartment. Teams looking as we piled out of his car like “That's their 
team?” Team members: Ken Englert, Jim Perron, Tom Wills, Paul Hauschild, Mathew Overn, 
and myself. Sometimes we had Jeff Nivala who was from Trinity but in H.S. at the time ride 
along with us, too, so 3 in the front seat. If you didn't know, a bug had bucket seats in the 
front so we sat on Jeff's lap. Plus, our whole two basketballs! We won more than we lost that 
year—haha. 

 

One more out of thousand great memories. We didn't have enough boys for our softball team 
for some games so we brought in our ringer, Becky Wesselius. She was better than lots of us, 
and when the other teams saw her they would laugh and say “They got a girl on their team!” 
After we beat them with our secret weapon they weren't laughing anymore. She played first 
base if I remember right? 

 

From Bill and Connie Souza — Teachers, 1980—1988 

Just as the Lone Oak Tree helped build community in what is now Eagan, so has Trinity Lone 
Oak Lutheran Church and School through many years of existence helped build the faith 
community God has desired for this unique location. Connie and I were blessed to be part of 
the mission through most of the 1980s. Connie taught pre-kindergarten, and I taught 5th-6th 
grade combination class. We remember staff and parents working together to help children 
grow during our TLO years. 
 

Proclaiming Jesus as Savior comes first, and remembering that proclamation was especially 
highlighted in annual Christmas services. I was blessed one year to have the opportunity to 



create a set of slides that accompanied the narrative. I also worked with the youth group 
during my TLO tenure. I’ll never forget that some of them were given the opportunity to sing a 
couple of contemporary songs for Easter. They sang well, and I’ll never forget what they added 
to the service. 

 
Reading was important to us, and reading books to our students was a daily part of our 
routine. It not only was settling but also a way to increase interest in reading. We also checked 
out books for our students from the South St. Paul Library. 
 
Parent volunteers helped with in-class activities and chaperoned field trips and offsite events. 
For our classes, taking advantage of Twin Cities opportunities helped classroom studies come 
alive. Our classes enjoyed trips to orchards, performing arts, and Minnesota historic sites. 
Annual 5th-6th trips to the Minnesota Zoo enabled me to create a set of Zoo slides that I could 
use in the classroom.  
 
Blessed with property that invites play, TLO embraced the seasons. That was especially 
evident during winter when our students used the downhill slopes to sled and tube. We took 
advantage of the frozen pond on the adjacent property to ice skate and even play hockey. Mr. 
Bergmann and I take the blame for sometimes extending noon recess when we were engaged 
in a hot hockey game. Yes, we brought our sticks and laced up our skates, too. 
 
I was also athletic director and coached several sports. Although we were a small school, our 
teams always competed. Several TL0 alum would play sports in high school, including 
Concordia Academy. I would never admit that our small gym with its low ceiling may have 
given us a home court advantage! 
 
Other memories would include outdoor education, mini courses, field days, and model 
rocketry. Finally, though, we couldn’t submit our memories without mentioning making 
donuts on Saturdays for Sunday morning fellowship and Bible study. The imperfect ones just 
had to be eaten! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Connected by Grace in Christ and Community 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Thank you to all who have supported Trinity Lone Oak Lutheran School with your 
extraordinary generosity. The Christian Faith is passed down through the generations 
through generous people who open their hearts to be a blessing. Thank you— 

• Board of Christian Education 

• Board of Christian Outreach  

• Bus drivers 

• Choir and Band directors, instructors and accompanists 

• Church Council  

• Coaches 

• Computer Administrator and IT support 

• Contractors: Copier maintenance; Janitorial Supplies; Grounds crew; Snow plow contractors and 
snow shovelers 

• Cooks and lunch servers 

• Custodial staff and clean-up volunteers 

• Endowment Board 

• Garden Club 

• Gala (formerly Auction) volunteers 

• Ladies Aid 

• LCEF Young Investors coordinator 

• Library and Book Fair Coordinators 

• Marathon volunteers 

• Musical volunteers 

• Office volunteers (Church and School) 

• Parent groups; PTCO (Parent Teacher Congregation Organization) and formerly PTO/PTA 

• Prayer Partners and Moms in Touch (later, Moms in Prayer) and everyone who regularly include 
TLO in prayer. 

• Quilters 

• School nurse helper 

• Social Media team 

• Substitute Teachers   

• Trustees – Facility Maintenance 

• Treasurer (Church and School) 

• School Forest development and management 

• Special Education educators 

• VIP’s (Grandparents and Very Important Persons) 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for all of TLO School’s Wonderful Gifts who serve in Your name! 


